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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Interstate 5 Traffic to be Detoured

REDDING – Construction crews have begun setting a detour for northbound Interstate 5
motorists in southern Siskiyou County as work on a $23 million rehabilitation project is
nearing full production.  The California Department of Transportation and Granite
Construction are placing sections of concrete barrier along a 3.5-mile section of the
southbound lanes of I-5 from the Sacramento River Bridge, at Dunsmuir, to just north of
Mott Avenue, near Mt Shasta.  The detour will provide two lanes for northbound traffic to
climb the Dunsmuir Hill grade while the existing northbound lanes are being
reconstructed.  Southbound traffic will be restricted to a single lane through the length of
the detour.  The detour is scheduled to be in effect by Tuesday, June 11, 2002.

The detour is expected to remain in place through late October to accommodate this
year’s construction season.  A reduced speed limit of 55 MPH will be in effect and
northbound truck traffic will be restricted to slow lane only.  The California Highway Patrol
will provide enforcement for both of these items through the construction zone.

The detour will allow for the continuation of last year’s work where the existing three lanes
of asphalt concrete pavement will be ground out to a depth of two feet and replaced with
a foot each of compacted base material and Portland Cement Concrete.  The new
structural section will provide relief from the high maintenance costs associated with
various adverse weather conditions, heavy traffic use with traction control devices and
underground water damage to the old pavement surface.

Advance warning and changeable message signs will alert motorists to the approaching
work zone and detour.  Motorists are asked to reduce their speed and drive with caution
when approaching the construction zone.
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